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Lexical Documentation: The Royal Spanish Academy (RAE) and the Association of Academies of the 
Spanish Language (ASALE) document “chévere” as a widely used American Spanish word. In South 
America, ASALE records it in Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia, with related uses 
extending into the Caribbean and Central America.

1. ORIGIN
The exact etymological origin of “chévere” remains uncertain. Several historical explanations have 
been proposed, including Afro-Caribbean and Iberian connections, but no single origin is universally 
accepted by the principal  Spanish-language academies.  What is  well  established is  that  the word 
became  part  of  American  Spanish  and  circulated  through  Caribbean  and  continental  speech 
communities before gaining especially strong cultural recognition in northern South America.

2. ADAPTATION
During the twentieth century, “chévere” became deeply integrated into everyday speech in Venezuela 
and Colombia and spread across  neighboring South American countries.  Radio,  television,  music, 
migration and regional exchange helped the word cross national borders. Although its frequency and 
preferred synonyms vary by country and generation, it developed into a shared regional expression 
of approval, enjoyment and positive evaluation. For many speakers, especially in Venezuela, it also 
became a familiar marker of identity and belonging.

3. CURRENT MEANING
Today, “chévere” is primarily an adjective and adverb used to mean “great,” “excellent,” “pleasant,” 
“nice,” or “very well.” It may describe a person, object, experience, situation or result. It can also 
appear as an interjection - “¡Chévere!” - to express enthusiastic approval, satisfaction, admiration or 
agreement.  Its  meaning  depends  on  tone  and  context,  but  it  is  generally  positive,  informal  and 
socially warm.

4. USE IN REAL LIFE



The  word  is  used  in  informal  conversations  throughout  several  South  American  communities, 
especially in Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia. It may evaluate something positively, 
describe a person, confirm a plan or respond enthusiastically to good news:

•  To describe an experience: “The cultural festival was really chévere.”

•  To describe a person: “She is very chévere and always helps everyone.”

•  To approve a plan: “We will meet at six.” - “¡Chévere!”

•  To describe how something went: “Everything went chévere during the presentation.”
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